ADOPTED – JULY 28, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 10

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT FOR AN EASEMENT CLOSING AGENT, ELIZABETH BROST
RESOLUTION #26 – 342

WHEREAS, Ingham County desires to provide for the effective long-term protection and preservation of farmland and natural land in Ingham County from the pressure of increasing residential and commercial development; and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners adopted the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Ordinance in July 2004 and amended it in 2010 (Resolution #10-99); and
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Ordinance authorized the establishment of the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board to oversee the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program; and 
WHEREAS, Ingham County voters passed a millage of 0.14 mils in 2008 and renewed that millage in 2018 to fund purchases of agricultural conservation easements through the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program; and
WHEREAS, in the course of implementing the Ordinance, the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board has established steps for closing Conservation Easements, which can take up to 18 months to accomplish from selection to closing; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program currently has over 150 standing applications and a backlog of properties to be preserved.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes a contract for an Easement Closing Agent, Elizabeth Brost, for a time period of 1 year (August 1, 2026 to July 31, 2027) for an amount not to exceed $25,000 to be funded through the Farmland & Open Space Millage.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Pratt, Lawrence, Grebner, Sebolt, Peña, Johnson, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Ruest     Approved  07/21/26

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville

          Nays:  None    Absent:  None     Approved  07/22/26
